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Thank you for Supporting OLV’s Music Program!
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Performance is professionally recorded in High Definition, 16:9 widescreen, Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround Sound using multiple cameras 

 Music is everywhere…In the car, on our phones, walking in the mall, in worship, even in the shower, the 
sounds of organized sound waves penetrate our ears.  Through all of this, we derive an emotional meaning or 
recreate a memory for a short period of time.  This is how many adults see musical involvement in their 
everyday life. 

 This may not seem as astounding in merit as winning a championship game, or writing a winning essay, 
however the benefits of a strong music education have only started to be discovered in the world of 
neuroscience in the past thirty years.  As the resident music educator at Our Lady of Victory, it is my goal to 
access the benefits of music education for our students; not for the use of developing music majors in the 
future, but to use the many outcomes of the study of music to help students develop their true potential in all 
academic and emotional areas.  

 Many different research studies have cited a strong correlation to music education and the 
development of various brain skills, such as improved cognition, improved reading skills, improved spatial 
reasoning abilities, and higher levels of focus. In addition, the inherent benefits include creativity, emotional 
awareness, collaboration, critical thinking, and most importantly grit.  Music education transcends socio-
economic status as well as race, raises daily attendance levels, and helps to keep students from lagging 
behind.  This is the reason I teach my subject, and why I strongly believe that music is a core subject.  I truly 
enjoy seeing our students perform musically, however I get a greater joy seeing the alumni of my past music 
programs successful at life. 

 This year, the students will present “Light of the World” by Mark Patterson after a presentation by the 
beginning and second year band students.  The goal this year is to celebrate Christ’s birth with a mature 
presentation both on stage and in song, while keeping the tradition of the telling of the Christmas Story.  The 
students and I hope that you enjoy the event! 

 Thank you for supporting the Our Lady of Victory Music Program. 

-Mr. Stephen Cross, OLV School Music  


